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Hot Spots of TCM Treatment of Liver Cancer
Based on Academic Team Research and Keyword Clustering
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Abstract Objective: To provide the ideas for the establishment of clinical therapeutic plan and scientific
research by analyzing research direction of academic team and keyword clustering results, and summarizing the
research hot spots of TCM therapy for liver cancer. Methods: The literature on clinical studies and famous doctors'
experience of treating liver cancer with TCM from 2006 to 2021 was included by searching SinoMed, CNKI,
Wanfang and PubMed. The authors' information was obtained using perspective, combined with the number of the
published papers (greater than six articles), citation frequency (=11 times) and H index for the screening of the
core authors; the main academic team and core researchers were confirmed by analyzing the authors' background
information. The map of the authors' collaboration was drawn using visualization of the bibliographic data, academic
teams' research direction and academic thought were summed up by consulting core authors' representative papers.
SPSS 20.0 was applied to conduct cluster analysis of high-frequency keywords, and the cluster results presented in
the form of tree diagram. Results: The study has included 2279 valid papers, involving 56 core authors (the
published papers > six, and the citation frequency =11 times), and 18 academic teams, among them, ten teams met
the conditions of "total number of articles published >10 and H-index of the core researchers >5". Four clusters
were obtained from cluster analysis of high-frequency keywords. Conclusion: Academic teams have formed in the
field of TCM therapy for liver cancer, and their representative research direction and academic thought could
provide the reference for the relevant studies. The research hot spots focus on clinical effects of TCM combined
with catheter-directed arterial embolization, radiotherapy, radiofrequency ablation in the treatment of mid to late-
stage primary liver cancer, metastatic hepatic carcinoma and the patients with ascites; therapeutic effects of TCM
therapy for the patients after interventional therapy of liver cancer and post-embolism syndrome; clinical effects of
TCM treatment for primary liver cancer, and famous veteran doctors' experience.

Keywords liver cancer, primary; TCM; academic team; cluster analysis; research hotspots
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