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Abstract Objective: To provide objective basis for clinical acupoints selection by systematically analyzing
the laws of acupoint selection for acupuncture for Qi deficiency type of constipation based on data mining
technology. Methods: Computer retrieval from CNKI, Wanfang data, VIP and Sinomed was conducted between
the time of establishing the databases and August 31, 2024 for clinical literature on acupuncture in the treatment of
Qi deficiency type of constipation. Excel was used to construct the database of acupoint prescription, for
descriptive statistics of the frequency, channel tropism, site of distribution of the acupoints and the property of
specific acupoints. SPSS Modeler 18.0 and Origin 2024 were employed to carry out the association rules and
cluster analysis of the acupoints. Results: The study included 86 papers meeting the criteria, and yielded 86
effective acupuncture prescriptions, involving 58 acupoints; high-frequency acupoints covered Tianshu (ST25),
Shangjuxu (ST37), Zusanli (ST36), Qithai (RN6) and Zhigou (SJ6); the common meridians were stomach meridian
of foot-Yangming, Ren meridian and bladder meridian of foot-Taiyang, and the related acupoints were mostly
located in the chest and abdomen, primarily front-mu point and convergent acupoint. The analysis of association
rules demonstrated that the top three acupoint combinations with the highest correlation were "Tianshu—
Shangjuxu", "Tianshu—Qthai" and "Tianshu—Zhigou", cluster analysis identified six distinct clusters. Conclusion:
Acupuncture for Qi deficiency type of constipation prefers to select the acupoint from the neighbouring area,
follows the principles of acupoint selection along the meridians, focuses on the application of specific acupoints,
and combines acupoints on the foundation of the concept of "disease differentiation, meridian differentiation and
syndromes differentiation" in clinic, and it could produce the reference for clinical work.
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