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Abstract Objective: To analyze the medication rules of herbal administration in the treatment of diabetic
peripheral neuropathy (DPN) using data mining method. Methods: The published prescriptions on oral herbs in the
treatment of DPN were retrieved from CNKI, Wanfang, VIP and CBM between January, 2013 and December
2022, SPSS 25.0 and IBM SPSS Modeler 18.0 software were applied to analyze the medication rules using
frequency statistics, association rules and systematic clustering. Results: The study has gained 136 oral prescrip-
tions, involving 151 herbs, among them, high-frequency herbs contained Danggui (Angelicae sinensis radix),
Huangqi (Astragali radix), Chuanxiong (Chuanxiong rhizoma) and Jixueteng (Spatholobi Caulis); the commonly-
used drug pairs were Huangqi-Jixueteng, Huangqi—Dilong (pheretima), Huangqi—Danshen (Salviae miltiorrhizae

radix et rhizoma), Honghua (Carthami flos)-Taoren (Persicae semen), cluster analysis yielded four classes of drugs
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such as the drugs of blood-activating stasis-resolving, tonifying Qi and invigorating spleen, benefiting and nouri-

shing blood, nourishing Yin and clearing heat. Conclusion: Oral administration of herbs in the treatment of DPN

adopts "benefiting ()i and nourishing Yin, activating blood and resolving stasis" as the basic method, comple-

menting clearing heat and dredging collaterals, with modified Taohong Siwu Tang, Huangqi Guizhi Wuwu Tang,

Buyang Huanwu Tang, Syjunzi Tang and Yuye Tang as the core prescriptions.

Keywords diabetic peripheral neuropathy; data mining; traditional Chinese medicine; medication rule
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