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A Bibliometric and Visual Analysis of TCM Collateral Disease Based on CiteSpace
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Abstract Objective: To provide the reference for the subsequent scientific research and clinical work by
discussing the current state, research hot spots and developmental trends in the field of TCM collateral disease
based on CiteSpace. Methods: Taking the core journals in the database of CNKI as data sources, CiteSpace
visualization software was applied to analyze the knowledge map of the institutions, authors and keywords in the
field. Results: Consequently, 841 papers were included, and the institution with the largest number of published
articles was the first affiliated hospital of Liaoning university of Traditional Chinese medicine (37 papers); in terms
of frequency, the top 15 keywords with intermediary centrality > 0.1 were the theory of collateral disease (65
times) and TCM therapy (49 times); cluster analysis of the keywords mainly contained the discussion on the
ctiology and pathogenesis of disease based on collateral disease, TCM therapy of the disease related to collateral
disease, and the studies on the biological and pathological mechanisms of collateral disease; atherosclerosis, organ
fibrosis, collateral theory, collateral emptiness and syndrome differentiation and treatment have been the hot spots
of concern and research in the field of collateral disease. Conclusion: The studies in the field of collateral disease
are increasing year by year, and the stable team researches have gradually formed, the research hotspots have
gradually shifted from theoretical discussion to the treatment of disease. However, academic exchanges and
cooperation between the authors and teams need to be enhanced urgently.
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