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The Conventionality of Metaphors and the Translation of Metaphors
in the Titles of Ancient Chinese Medical Books
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Abstract This paper studies the titles of ancient Chinese medical books that contain metaphors. According
to the degree of conventionality, we divided the metaphors in the titles of ancient Chinese medical books into three
categories: high, medium and low, and found that the degree of conventionality has certain influence on the choice
translated freely into its connotation. The translation of metaphors with moderate conventionality depends on
specific situations, in which the free translation, modified translation and literal translation can be used flexibly.

And metaphors with low conventionality are often translated literally to retain their features.
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