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CiteSpace-based Analysis of Hotspots in Breast Cancer Related Lymphedema

FU Ting, XU Leqin, ZHOU Ruijuan®
Xiamen TCM Hospital Affiliated to Fujian University of Chinese Medicine, Xiamen 350122, China

Abstract Objective: To provide the reference for the relevant studies by analyzing the literature on breast
cancer-related lymphedema(BCRL) in the recent ten years by visual means, and surveying the research trends and
hotspots in the field. Methods: A retrieval of the pertinent literature between 2013 and 2023 was conducted from
CNKI, managed and filtered with NoteExpress 3.5.0, Excel 2016 was used to draw publication trend chart,
CiteSpace 6.3. R1 was applied to perform co-occurrence, clustering and emergence analysis of keywords,
consequently to draw the knowledge graph, demonstrating the structure and trends in the field. Results: The
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number of annual publications in the field was on the rise, the sholars including Luo Qinghua, Qiang Wanmin,

were prolific authors. The main institutions were hospitals, among them, Jiangxi cancer hospital has been

recognized for outstanding performance. Breast cancer surgery, postoperative care and the function of upper limb

were high-frequency keywords, revealing the research hotspots. Emerging topics such as the application of

"intramuscular patches" and "diosmin" have become the new trends. Conclusion: The knowledge graph shows that

new treatments for lymphedema and restoration of limb function remain hotspots for future research. In the future,

a multicenter collaborative network should be built to strengthen the cooperation and communication among

countries, institutions and authors, so as to provide a more solid scientific basis for the treatment and management

of breast cancer-associated lymphedema.
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