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CiteSpace-based Visual Analysis of Research Status and Trends of Baihu Decoction

CHEN Bincheng, AI Jun®, ZENG Cailing, LI Youmei, ZHAO Jiali
Guangxt University of Chinese Medicine, Nanning 530200, China

Abstract Objective: To explore the research hotspots and trends in the research field by conducting visual
analysis of the research literature related to Baihu decoction. Methods: CiteSpace software was applied to draw
knowledge graph of anual publication output, author, institution and keywords of the papers on Baihu decoction in
CNKI, and to perform visual analysis. Results: In total, 897 papers were included, with an average annual output
of approximately 45; the overall volume exhibited a roughly steady increasing trend. All 538 authors were
involved. Among them, five authors published more than ten articles each, with LYU Shaowa having the highest
output of 27 articles; 457 research institutions were contained with Shandong University of Traditional Chinese
Medicine having a publication output of 33 articles; 498 keywords were included, resulting in 16 meaningful
clusters, identifying 20 keyword bursts, such as Shigao (Gypsum fibrosum), herbal compatibility. Conclusion: In the
foeld of Baihu decoction, a relatively extensive collaborative author network has been formed, though inter-team
cooperation still needs to be strengthened. As the overall publication output from institutions is relatively low, this
has hindered the formation of both core research institutions and a broadly connected institutional collaboration
network; the clustered research themes show a high degree of concentration, mainly involving the clinical
application of Baihu decoction, a comparative study on the clinical efficacy of modified Baihu decoction versus
Western medicine, clinical experience of renowned physicians in applying Baihu decoction, studies on the
elemental analysis and fingerprint chromatogram of Baihu decoction; current research hotspots center on the
studies on the application experience of Baithu decoction by renowned physicians Zhang Zhongjing and Zhang
Xichun, and the application of classical prescription Baihu decoction in typhoid fever and febrile disease; research
frontiers and trends are Zhang Xichun'a application of Bathu decoction, and the researches on clinical effects of
Baihu decoction.

Keywords Baihu decoction; CiteSpace; knowledge graph; research status; developmental trends
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