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Knowledge Mapping Analysis of Acupuncture for Constipation Using CiteSpace

GUO Yanli, SUN Yajie, GUO Menghan, LI Jing®
First Teaching Hospital of Tianjin University of TCM / National Clinical Research Center for Chinese Medicine
Acupuncture and Moxtbustion, Tianjin 300380, China

Abstract Objective: To investigate acupuncture treatment for constipation using bibliometric methods ,
and to analyze the research hotspots and frontier development trends in this field. Methods: We conducted a
computer-based search of the China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI) for literature related to
acupuncture treatment for constipation. CiteSpace software was used to generate visual knowledge maps and
perform quantitative analyses on the authors, research institutions, and keywords of the retrieved publications.
Results: A total of 683 publications were included. The characteristics of author collaboration showed close
internal communication within research teams but relatively limited cross-team academic cooperation. Institutional
collaboration was primarily observed between traditional Chinese medicine universities and their affiliated
hospitals. Keyword clustering analysis revealed that the research topics mainly focused on functional constipation,
acupuncture therapy, electroacupuncture, Tianshu (ST25) point, quality of life, massage, and post-stroke constipa-
tion. Conclusion: Research hotspots in acupuncture treatment for constipation are primarily focused on functional
constipation, clinical efficacy, and exploration of its underlying mechanisms. The research emphasis is gradually
shifting toward basic research areas, such as the mechanism of acupuncture action and its association with gut
microbiota. Future efforts should strengthen cross-regional and cross-team collaboration among researchers and
research institutions, and further deepen research on the underlying mechanisms.

Keywords constipation; acupuncture; knowledge mapping; visualization analysis
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